1 THIAR Educationalcottahorative News]

From the Executive Director

With just over two weeks

left in the school vyear
everyone is feeling the
crunch to finish reports,

complete projects and get
ready for the summer. |

know all of us are looking

forward to a well -deserved
break.

This past year has been one
of continued growth for the

collaborative. We have had
good success with changing
the format of our 45 Day
program and included
elementary students in that

process, we have added an
in  home ABA support
component and we are
getting ready to launch a

pilot transportation

program to some of our
classrooms next year. Our
Board of Directors has
continued to support the

work that we do and were
able to provide the funding

we need to grow our
programs and services and
to provide our staff with a

cost of living increase. They
did so in a time when they

are facing lay offs and
furloughs in their own

districts. They made it very

clear that they did this

because they recognize the
hard work all of our staff do

to provide quality and cost

effective services.

The other day |
having lunch with three
students who will be
graduating from our Caldwell
Alternative  Middle/High
School. While they were
clearly anxious and
apprehensive about leaving
Caldwell | was impressed
with how they interacted with
each other. Each student had
obviously found a way to
understand and accept each
ot her 0 s stre
weaknesses. They had learned
and were demonstrating some
very important skills because
of their experience at
Caldwell. As | visit our
classrooms | can see how our
students are growing every
day. Each time a student
communicates more
effectively, each time a
student demonstrates a new
social or academic skill, each
smile and each display of
pride are testaments to the
work we do.

Events like the Prom,
Graduation and Special
Olympics are the fun; exciting
and obvious culminations of
our work but the every day
things that go on in our
classrooms are the real
miracles. | thank all of you for
continuing to
reputation for doing great
things for kids.

enjoyed

u

Spring 2010

Did vou know?

That the following staff are
completing anywhere from
20-35 years of service to FLLAC
this year?

From Steveds pr

Jeanne Carguilo, Teacher
Glenn Vaillancourt, TA
Linda Conant, TA

Jean Crizer, TA

Anne LeBlanc, TA

From Garyds pro

Pete Hart, Teacher
Chris Nash, Teacher
Diane Nano, TA
Others:

Sue Richard, an RPT providing
services to district students in
Ayer and Lunenburg,

Jean Sauer, Teacher/Consultant
for the Visually Impaired and
Orientation and Mobility
Instructor, providing services to
district students in Leominster,
Fitchburg, Lunenburg, Clinton
and West Boylston.

Just thought | would mention
ité

Terri Burchfield
Business Manager

FLLAC Educational Collaborative
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FLLAC Middle School Caterers A Hug from a Teenage Boy

food for a good time
9 ' Nancy was a teacher. Her class

of second graders held a
- Mot herds Day Tea an

- mo ms came, even N
;;q?S-'-}QB-%IQ@ Everyoneds mom came,
except for Ji mmyds.
This spring, the FLLAC Middle School Students in laney realized this and asked
i mmy i f he woul dn
Shirley, expanded their culinary skills and services to borrowing her mother, helping
. | d . O I C] . |( to get her a cup of tea and
nciuae CGTEFIHS. Lr ClAss PFEPOFE OPF}ETIZEF SNACKS keeping her company.
for the almost 200 people that attended the Nancy ran into Jimmy again, 10
FLLAC Prgm Th]s vegr[ years later, when Jimmy was a
senior in high school. His face
Chex Mix lit up with recognition. Did she
remember the Motherd
3 cups Corn Chex cereal in second grade? He said he did
3 cups Rice Chex cereal and wanted to thank Nancy and
3 cups Wheat Chex cereal her mom for what they did.
1 cup peanuts Then he gave Nancy a big hug.
1 cup bite sized pretzels Nancy ender her day with a hug
Erahlespuuns butter from a boy who probably had
2 Tablespoons Worcestershire sauce stopped hugging teachers years
1 1/2 seasoned salt -y
3/4 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon onion powder Her encounter with Jimmy

proved right the say
1. Ina large microwaveable bowl, wix cereals, nuts, and pretzels. Inasmall | act of kindness, no matter how

microwaveable bowl, microwave buter uncovered on High about 40 secondsor | smal |, is ever waste
:::E;Mfad. Stir in seasonings. Pour over cereal mixture; Stir until evenly ‘Nancy Noel Marra

2. Mierowave uncovered on High 5 to 6 minutes, thoroughly stirring every 2 | From Chicken Soup for the Soul

minutes. Spread on paper towels fo cool. Store in airtight container. at Work

Not much exciting has happened in the Elementary Middle PDD classroom at Page -Hilltop in Ayer.
We spent the spring working very hard on completing the Alternative MCAS portfolios. We finished

an unit on winter weather just in time for spring to come. By the end, we were great at identifying

the different types of clouds that brought stormy weather.

All the boys participated in Special Olympics and we spent extra time outside practicing. Gold and
silver medals were won by all.

We have welcomed a new member to our class. Andrew joined us at the end of May, just in time to
help make a small token of appreciation for the folks at Page Hilltop who have been our friends for
so many years. Meaghan Oskirko has also joined our staff.

We hope everyone has a wonderful and restful summer.

Jeanne Carguilo, Chris Bingham, Meaghan Oskirko
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Elementary PDD Classroom @ Lura White

Audrey Fors, our Physical Therapy Assistant is well known to our students and staff
as she executes Large Motor Group every Thursday from 11:00 -11:30 a.m. She is pleasant,
friendly, and easy going. Over the years, Audrey has built the working relationships with
the students in our classroom, as her congenial personality has helped the students to
increase their participation in her group. Audrey plans her sessions with variety of group
activities and she rotates her activities for the diverse learners. Some of the activities are:

Movement Group with catchy music.

Exercises on the carpet squares.

Skilled group games in the gym by having learning stations.
Recess on the playground.

There are times when students are non -compliant in her group, during such times; she has

come up with variety of ways to meet the individualized PT needs for their IEP
benchmarks. Audrey has worked diligently in this area with the classroom team to turn

the daily classroom chores as weight bearing exercises. Some examples are: carrying
backpack fulll of books on oneds shoulders for
the gym, et c. Al t hough we dondt get to see A
classroom, her presence is missed by all of us.

Fr om: Al | the students and the staff i n Miss Hi




