
 

 
 
 

I can always tell when the      

holidays are upon us because I 

get my òChristmas Angelsó      

reminder from Karen Ayers, our 

Satellite Program Social Worker. 

Karen and her òChristmas      

Angelsó do a great job providing 

and delivering gifts to many of 

our families and the success of 

this program gives me a profound 

respect for the caring and        

generosity of our staff. I am so 

thankful and proud of this effort.  

Shortly before Thanksgiving I got 

a call from our benefits manager, 

Borislow Insurance. The folks at 

Borislow had 24 complete 

Thanksgiving dinners ready for 

delivery, that day!  

We sprang into action, found 

freezer space with our friends at 

Trudieõs Treats here at Phoenix 

Park (thanks Trudieõs) and 

within a couple of hours we had 

unloaded all 24 dinners. Our  

administrative team found a way 

to  ident i fy  24 fami l ies,             

representing all of our programs, 

and FLLAC staff, headed by 

Karen Ayers and Jen Mundie 

from the Caldwell Alternative 

School, contacted families and 

delivered the dinners to each 

family within four days. I would 

like to extend our sincere        

appreciation to John Flanagan 

and Melissa Marrama at         

Borislow for thinking of FLLAC 

and to all the FLLAC staff who 

helped with the deliveries. It felt 

great being able to share with so 

many of our students and       

families and the feedback and 

appreciation we got from families 

h e l p e d  t o  m a k e  t h i s          

Thanksgiving truly special.  

We had a busy but safe and         

productive summer. We tried    

something new this year, moving all 

of our satellite summer classrooms 

to the Ayer Public School campus 

and opening up classrooms for both 

the Caldwell and the Caldwell    

Elementary programs at our 

Wanoosnoc Road site in Fitchburg. 

Steve Bicchieri, Gary MacCallum 

and Julie Bragg, our Program     

Supervisors, did a fantastic job    

coordinating the various moves and 

making the transition as seamless 

as possible. The new summer      

configuration made logistics much 

easier and resulted in a fun and 

very well run summer programs.  

This yearõs staff orientation took 

place at the end of August and was 

held at the Sheraton Four Points. 

Staff got to witness the premier of 

the FLLAC video we had been  

working on since last spring. Our 

new video, òFLLAC Collaborative, a 

Well Kept Secretó, was produced in 

conjunction with SPACO, the 

Shirley Cable Access station. The 

video promotes FLLAC programs 

and services and will be posted to 

our website and shown throughout 

the community to help tell the 

FLLAC story and perhaps help to 

change our status as òA Well Kept 

Secretó. 

Toward the end of last spring 

FLLAC was awarded a grant as a 

Green-Pages/Promethean Board 

training site. The grant provided us 

with a Promethean Board which is a 

high tech òWhite Boardó capable of 

providing expanded internet and 

instructional programming to the 

students at our Caldwell Alternative 

School. Matt Korobkin, our Assistive 

and Instructional Technology     

Consultant, was instrumental in 

applying for the grant and      

coordinating the installation of 

the board. Matt continues to 

work with the staff and students 

at Caldwell to maximize the   

potential of this technology, 

many thanks to Matt for his 

work in acquiring this new   

learning tool.  

In October the H1N1 flu hit our 

Caldwell Elementary Program in 

Clinton. A significant number of 

students and staff became ill and, 

after consultation with the MA 

Department of Public Health, the 

Clinton Public School nurses, our 

nurse and the Center for Disease 

Control, we decided to close the 

p rog ram fo r  f i ve  days .              

Fortunately two of the days were 

over a weekend so students only 

missed three days of school. The 

staff did a wonderful job of      

contacting parents, districts and 

bus companies. We were able to 

close the program with minimal 

disruptions and the staff spent a 

lot of time and effort cleaning the 

classrooms from top to bottom. 

Despite the disruption to         

programming it was a good  

learning experience for all of us 

and I would like to thank        

everyone for their cooperation.  

Our web site has been updated 

and, in addition to hosting our 

new video, there will now be 

forms and policies available to 

staff on the site. Iõd like to thank 

Terri Burchfield, our Business 

Manager, for continuing to    

monitor and update the website 

and I encourage everyone to visit 

the site for the latest news and 

updates.  
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(cont. from pg.1)  

The FLLAC 45 Day program has now expanded to offer evaluation and educational services to elementary aged 

students. 45 Day students at our Caldwell and Caldwell Elementary Programs are now taking classes with  

students who are enrolled full time in those programs. Cynthia Conant was hired as the new 45 Day             

coordinator and Cynthia, Julie Bragg and Gary MacCallum, together with the staff at both programs, have 

done a superior job of making this expansion work.  

We are sorry to see Lonnie Ouellette, our Classroom and Behavior Management Consultant and the Supervisor 

of our PDD Intensive Program, leaving. Lonnie has provided invaluable service and support to our staff and to 

our member districts and she will be greatly missed. We wish her only the best in her future endeavors.  

I continue to be impressed with the hard work and caring of everyone at FLLAC. It is your efforts that make 

things work so well and make FLLAC such a valuable asset to our member districts and to the community. 

Thank you for all that you do and I wish everyone the happiest of holiday seasons.  
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The High School PDD Classroom  

 The High School PDD class has participated in several community trips this          

semester.  Students had numerous opportunities to practice community, consumer, and 

academic skills.  Our walks to downtown Ayer included tours of Hannaford Supermarket 

and the fire department.  

 Mrs. Paula Sullivanõs òAyer Timeó community service class invited us to participate 

in the first annual òPumpkin Paloozaó at Pirone Park.  An Ayer fire-fighter presented a 

talk on Halloween safety, ably assisted by Sparky, the fire dog, and the Ayer Panther    

mascot.  Students enjoyed painting pumpkins, a sing -along, snack, and plenty of time to 

enjoy the park with their friends from Mrs. Sullivanõs class. 

 Our class rode the commuter rail to tour the Dunkin Donuts in Shirley.  Everyone 

received an employee nametag and keepsake ornament.  Students washed their hands and 

donned gloves to decorate their own muffins and perform other food preparation tasks.  

 The weather was beautiful for our trip to Marshall Farm in Fitchburg, which        

included a hayride and a visit to the petting zoo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


